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CHAIRMAN’S
STATEMENT
Hello again and welcome to the third of
our monthly newsletters.
The committee are working now to ensure 2022 will be the best year
ever but we haven't forgotten 2021. We will be holding a number of
smaller events, vintage fayre, evening dance, and I can now confirm
that we will be staging a 40s day in Ironbridge on October 2nd, the
location of this will be the Golden Ball pub, in our opinion the best
pub in Ironbridge and a great supporter of our event. There will be
many things to see and do on this day, some displays in the gardens,
40s entertainment and possibly a 40s themed quiz. The Blitz dancers
will be there and I will be hosting a live edition of my UK 1940s Radio
Station show, Songs From Grandad Bill's Gramophone. The day will
start in the morning and go on through the night. If you would like to
bring a small display please let us know.
Due to the Government moving the late spring bank holiday to early
June, it's unlikely that we can hold a three day event on our usual
weekend so we may have to revert to the usual 2 days, this is because
many of you have already booked your accommodation for our usual
late may weekend.
Thank you for your continued support, we still have
outgoings, eg annual insurance which has greatly increased,
so if you are able, please go to our website and click
on the "donate" button
Best wishes
Dave

A WEEK ON RATIONS
Ben and I are not ones to jump on the bandwagon of "new year, new me" but we did
both agree to cut back a little in January. So, to that end, we decided to follow a 1940s
ration diet.
We had been talking about doing it for a while, so it seemed a perfect time to start it,
and get a bit healthier in the process!
DAY ONE
Toast made from homemade soda bread with homemade jam for breakfast.
Lunch was chicken soup made from homemade chicken stock then some onion added
when reheating and served with more bread.
Dinner was a fantastic cottage pie - half our weekly ration of mince, lots of veg and
filled out with lentils, served with red cabbage.
By 6pm Ben was complaining that all he had eaten all day was two bits of toast and half
a bowl of dishwater! I think the cottage pie made up for it though. We drank a lot of
tea too!
Day one learnings - Ben needed snacks, and we were going to have to rely heavily on
veggies to fill out meals.
DAY TWO
Breakfast was Weetabix (which was available during the war, but due to
a limited amount of production, it was restricted to The Midlands).
Lunch was vegetable soup, again served with bread.
We were both thoroughly looking forward to dinner - corned beef hash!
Super tasty and I managed to stretch out the corned beef, so that we could
use some later in the week. This was followed by apple crumble
(canned stewed apples from our own trees).
And Ben was even treated to a snack today...tea loaf (made to traditional
wartime recipe).
DAY THREE
Ben hit a wall... to quote "I just demolished my breakfast like Tom Hanks when he eats
that fish in Castaway"!
Breakfast was bacon popovers, and these were definitely a hit!
We had planned a wartime lunch of lettuce sandwiches (I had read that it was a thing
during the war, but I had never heard of it before). The problem with them is there's no
butter and one slice was supposed to be spread with Bovril/Marmite which I can't
stand! Ben had them but wasn't overly enamoured, I just had bread and jam.
Now dinner could have been a dealbreaker in our relationship...the wartime
classic - Woolton Pie. (Read MEATFREE). For Ben it doesn’t count as a meal if
it doesn't include meat or fish. But to his credit, he ate it, enjoyed it, and I think
was actually excited about the fact that we had kale with it!
DAY FOUR
With a dinner which was not going to feature meat again, the menu
could have been an interesting conversation, however there was a
compromise on the horizon! And frankly, even I was missing the lack of
protein in my meals!
Breakfast was a very simple bowl of Weetabix with a little sprinkle of sugar sometimes the classics can still be enjoyable.
Lunch was my lovely new variant of chicken soup, with bread (because whatever else
would you eat with soup?)
Stuffed onions for dinner - the original recipe is stuffed simply with breadcrumbs,
cheese and minced onion. I utilised the rest of the corned beef I had kept back from
the hash I made on day two and added this to the mix, which really made this dish very
enjoyable. Served with red cabbage and some potato fritters. I breathed a sigh of relief
that apparently it was "really quite nice and I'd have it again".
MORE...

THE
RATION
DIET

MORE
RATION
DIET

DAY FIVE
Breakfast was porridge, but it's something Ben simply can't stand so he opted for toast
and jam.
Lunch was soup, again. This was a bit of a hybrid with various bits of leftovers added to
a chicken stock base - now if that isn't making do, then I don't know what is! But it was
very tasty anyway.
Dinner was planned to be a ham and leek pie, but we were both getting a bit bored of
"pie & veg" type meals, so I turned it into a tart instead; this worked well and was quite
light. Ben made the side dishes and went with fried potatoes and a vegetable medley.
Turned out to be a lovely light meal but still filling.
DAY SIX
We were both looking forward to our breakfast of bacon popovers and they didn't
disappoint.
No lunch as we ate breakfast late, but we had tea and shortbread in the afternoon...
shortbread made on ration is however not "all butter shortbread"... made with lard
instead, and it wasn't terrible!
Dinner was plough pudding, and once again Ben got creative with the side dish of
swede and parsnip mash with kale mixed through (it was very tasty) and the plough
pudding was great.
DAY SEVEN
It is safe to say we were both excited that it would be a day of normal food! (READ
not just root vegetables and pastry!)
Breakfast was boiled eggs and toast - always a winner.
No lunch as we were busy, and we seemingly had got used to not eating as much so
just a cup of tea with a jam tart in the afternoon. I'd made them with leftover pastry
earlier in the week, so I felt very frugal but efficient.
DINNER OF KINGS (and I let Ben loose in the kitchen for the first time all week as
we only had one meal left so there was no risk of him using up all the rations!) Roast
chicken, roast potatoes, creamed leeks, roast carrots and parsnips! I've never seen Ben
enjoy a roast dinner quite so much!
In summary, despite it being hard, we loved the experience. We’d thoroughly
recommend it to anyone and if you want to know more, then get in touch!
LAURA GOTT

WOOLTON PIE
(NAMED AFTER THE EARL OF WOOLTON – MINISTER FOR FOOD 1940-1943)
Ingredients:
1 lb diced potatoes
1 lb cauliflower
1 lb diced carrots
1 lb diced swede
3 spring onions
1 teaspoon vegetable extract
1 tablespoon oatmeal
Small portion of chopped parsley

Method:
Cook everything together with just enough water to
cover, stirring often to prevent it sticking to the pan. Let
the mixture cool.
Spoon into a pie dish, sprinkle with chopped parsley.
Cover with a crust of potatoes or wholemeal pastry.
Bake in a moderate oven until golden brown.
Serve hot with gravy.

After the 75th anniversary celebrations for VE Day 2020 with our neighbours where
I displayed the Anderson Shelter on our front lawn which help lift our spirits for a very
long year. Then it was packed away not knowing when it would be setup again, towards
the end of the year two very interesting projects came up thankfully something to do.
One for an upcoming tv program about Britain in the war with one of my favourite
tv personalities using the shelter, but at the moment it’s still top secret and very hush
hush. Hopefully it should be on tv in the next few months.
THE OTHER PROJECT
“Cannock Chase Museum “ got funding for to produce an educational video so
students can logon too at home or at school to see see inside the Anderson shelter
to spot item and talk about them and what it would be like to have to stay in an
Anderson shelter, this should be recorded in March.
The Anderson shelter itself needed a few minor repairs after its day out filming, the
only new thing I have for the shelter is a new radio which I got from “Radio’s of
yesteryear” which am looking forward to using.
If you have an interest in Anderson shelter there is a Facebook group
“Anderson Shelter in your garden” which has kept busy through lockdown
with a big increase on members which help and discussing all thing Anderson-y.
As far as displaying this year the group am in “Spirit if the homefront”has two
events lightly pencilled in at the moment which are ironbridge an lytham.
Hopefully we get to display at these two great events this year and looking
forward to see everyone one again.
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GOLDEN
BALL
Being Ironbridge’s
oldest inn we believe
that history has to be
preserved, therefore
we love the weekend
put on in the Gorge
and the commitment
shown by all involved
with bringing the event
together. Over the few past years we
have assisted with fundraising efforts such
as quiz nights, the committee meetings
are held in our function room (when
allowed), and accommodation for the
participants over the actual event.
We like to assist with the needs of the
group to make the event a success, we
are proud to be able to help and be a
part of such a worthy cause.
We sponsor the trophy presented at the
end of the weekend to the living history
display which that year’s judges have
deemed the best.
Coming out of these challenging times we
hope that this event continues to grow
and educate the public on past events in
world history whilst also supporting such
a good cause.
We are situated just outside Ironbridge
centre. We have a large courtyard and
rear garden to allow for sitting, eating
and drinking, whilst we provide a relaxed
atmosphere inside, with a traditional bar
and a separate dining room. We also
have accommodation for those that wish.
When we reopen we will be starting with
the outside areas with limited opening
that will see us continually monitoring
the situation and adjusting what we do
to suit demand.
Please visit our website
www. goldenballironbridge.co.uk
The Golden Ball,
Newbridge Rd,
Ironbridge,
Telford,
Tf8 7BA
01952 432179
Email – goldenballinn@gmail.com

I had stayed the Friday night at The Swan
Smokehouse. Saturday morning I stepped
out, having set my hair as per a YouTube
tutorial, onto a street teeming with
soldiers, airmen and gentlemen in the
finest 1940s regalia I had ever seen. As a
relative newbie to the 1940s scene, I was
amazed by the sights, I didn't know where
to look first.
Coming into Dale End Park, there were
vintage cars, bunting, jeeps and more
variants of military tents than I knew
existed!
The whole weekend was awash with
parades and displays, all backed with the
most glorious soundtrack of singers,
music and bands.
The weekend left me absolutely hooked
and so passionate about it that I'm now a
member of the Ironbridge committee as
well as an avid re-enaactor.

READER’S
QUESTIONS
Q.
I do not have a living history
display but can I still camp at
Ironbridge WW2 Weekend?
Sara.

A.
Thank you for your question Sara.
The short answer is yes
of course, however there is
limited space and pitches sell out
quickly.
The booking form and payment
facility can be found on our
website.
Campers may stay on site from
Friday to Monday at the cost of
£30.00 per pitch.
Early arrival (Thursday PM) is
possible at an extra charge of
£5.00 but camp infrastructure
(Toilets, water) will not be in
place until Friday.
Booking forms for Living History
displays, period vehicles and
traders can also be found on
the website.
www.ironbridgeww2weekend.co.uk

Laura Gott

THIS MONTH IN WWII.

LEND AND LEASE - MARCH 11 1941
On March 11th, 1941 one of the most
important and yet little known acts of the
war took place. The signing of the Lend
and Lease Policy, officially known as
“An Act to Promote the Defence of
the United States” (Pub. L. 77–11,
H.R. 1776, 55 Stat. 31, enacted
March 11, 1941).
Following the fall of France in 1940
Britain faced the might of the German
war machine virtually alone, much of her
supplies and equipment was now either a
smouldering wreck on and around the
beaches of North Eastern France, or in
the hands of the Wehrmacht. Desperate,
Britain turned to America for help.
After WWI, many Americans wished to
remain neutral in another large European
war. After all, the memories of the Great
War were still relatively fresh and
although America had joined the war
towards the end of the fighting, she still
suffered heavy casualties.
Roosevelt had managed to persuade
Congress before the Neutrality Act of
1939, to allow the sale of military supplies
to her European allies on a “cash and
carry” basis. This however required large
sums of money for the purchases and
ships, so vital to Britain, to transport
them.
Britain was quickly running out of the
precious funds to pay for these materials
by the summer of 1940, especially as so
much of it was not even reaching her
shores but was in fact beneath the waves
of the Atlantic; after all, the slow-moving
transports were easy prey for the
German U-Boats.
Churchill personally spoke to Roosevelt
requesting more support. Tied by the
Neutrality Act and his re-election
promise of staying out of the war in
Europe Roosevelt could do little.
An agreement was reached where 50
out-dated and out-classed Destroyers
would be exchanged for 99-year leases
on British bases in the Caribbean and
Canada. These would be used by
American forces to protect their borders.
By December 1940 Roosevelt had
introduced a new “Lend and Lease” policy
in which the United States would lend
Britain supplies and then payments would
be deferred and come in a form
Roosevelt deemed satisfactory.
Of course, this policy met strong
opposition and was debated in Congress
for two months.

Roosevelt, eager to ensure public consent
for this controversial plan, explained to
the public and the press that his plan was
comparable to one neighbour's lending
another a garden hose to put out a fire in
his home. "What do I do in such a crisis?"
the president asked at a press
conference. "I don't say ... 'Neighbour, my
garden hose cost me $15; you have to pay
me $15 for it' ... I don't want $15—I want
my garden hose back after the fire is
over." To which Senator Robert Taft,
responded: "Lending war equipment is a
good deal like lending chewing gum - you
certainly don't want the same gum back."
Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson
argued with the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee.“We are buying...not lending.
We are buying our own security while we
prepare. By our delay during the past six
years, while Germany was preparing, we
find ourselves unprepared and unarmed,
facing a thoroughly prepared and armed
potential enemy.”
On March 11th, 1941 Congress
passed the Act.
Soon huge amounts of war materials,
food and other supplies were being sent
in a constant stream across the Atlantic.
By the end of 1941, the Lend and Lease
Act had been extended to other allies,
including the Soviet Union and China.
By the end of the war a further $50
billion of aid was being sent to nations
around the world, including the Free
French partisans, the Polish and some of
the Commonwealth nations.
In practice, very little was returned
except for a few unarmed transport
ships. Surplus military equipment was of
no value in peacetime. Britain finished
paying their debt decades later, the Soviet
Union failed to repay theirs.

SOME
“LEND AND LEASE”
NUMBERS
The main beneficiaries were
Britain (63%) and USSR (22%).
The equivalent value of the
supplies lent today would be
$575 billion.
America supplied the USSR with
over 500,000 vehicles.
15,000 Sherman Tanks were
supplied to British forces.
13% of aid was food and
agricultural resources.
350 locomotives, 1,640 flat cars,
and close to half a million tons
of rail and accessories, axles, and
wheels, all for the improvement
of the railways feeding the Red
armies on the Eastern Front,
were sent to Russia.

