
CHAIRMAN’S
STATEMENT

Welcome to our May newsletter, 
this one especially, is twinged with sadness,
as we should be staging the best 1940s 
event there is and welcoming you all to 

Ironbridge. So 2022 it is, and we will make
sure it's the event of the year. In the 

meantime, we are planning some smaller
events that we really hope can happen this
year, one in October and one in November. 

To stage the very best events we can, 
we need the best organising committee 
we can put together, so it is your chance 
to come onboard and help organise the 
2021 events and, of course, be a part of 
2022.  If you would like to join us, please

come to our AGM on June 23rd.
Finally, this could be the last chair's 

newsletter message from me as I plan to 
relinquish the position at the AGM, if 
you think you're the person to take 

my place please come forward. 
Thank you all for your 
continued support.

Best Wishes
Dave
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For us, our story began 7 years ago,
where we had our first date in Ironbridge
by the bridge, our first kiss on the bridge,
our first anniversary on the bridge, and
our second where Dave proposed. So,
when a few years later, after a few drinks
with close friends, we started imagining a
1940s wedding of course. Would it be
funny if you could do it on the 
Ironbridge? Would it be funny if we did it
during the WW2 weekend? Would it be
funny indeed.

After jokingly mentioning it to another
friend while having an afternoon tea, he
proceed to contacted the council, then 
he contacted English Heritage, then 
contacting the Ironbridge vicar, who then   
contacted the organiser of the 
Ironbridge WW2 Weekend. 

As the WW2 event raises money for 
charity, we knew that an event such as a   
wartime themed wedding, would draw 
interest and attention to the WW2   
Weekend. We knew that portraying   
an authentic wedding was important   
and so with that in mind, we 
organised every detail as it would   
have been 80 years ago, from the 
invitation, the ceremony, the vows,   
the reception picnic, and finally the  
dance in the evening. We had  
people from Canada who never  
heard of a 1940s event, our  
friends and family who agreed to  
dress in the style, and some 
others who did not need much    
convincing.

We had all the support we  
could have hoped for from the

event committee and had meetings early
in the year to plan where we would like
to hold our 
reception picnic. This support was carried
right through to our special day even with
all the other things the committee had to
do with the event.

We had been many times to the event in
the past and are planning to go every year
for as long as possible. Not only because
it is on our doorstep, but because it is
one of, if not the, best event around and
we are also glad to be able to call a few 
of the organisers friends.

We would like to thank once again all the
organisers of the event who facilitated
our afternoon picnic and our reception.
As they say, we could not have done it
without you x

It has been two years already? 
Our family and friends are still talking about
it and for us, still the best day ever!

A 1940’S WEDDING

Dave an
d Julie



HEALTHY WARTIME EATING

COLD MEAT PASTIES
YOU NEED...
* Shortcrust pastry made with 8 oz flour, 4 oz fat and cold water to bind
* 8 oz cold meat minced (whatever you have spare- I use a mixture of sausage, 

bacon, minced beef, or corned beef)
* 1 small onion, chopped
* 8 tablespoons of cooked chopped vegetables
* 2 tablespoons of Worcestershire sauce
* 2 chopped tomatoes
* salt and pepper
* milk or egg to glaze

METHOD
1 Pre-heat the oven to 200 C
2 Divide pastry into 4 pieces and roll out each piece into a circular shape a little 

larger than a saucer
3 Mix the vegetables, onion and minced meat, Worcestershire sauce and 

seasoning together in a bowl
4 Spoon the mixture into the middle or onto one side (depending on how you like

your pastie to look)
5 Apply water to edges before bringing together, flute the edges or use a fork to 

press together
6 Prick a couple of times with knife or form
7 Apply some milk or beaten egg to pastie
8 Place on baking tray and cook for around 30 minutes until golden brown

Serve with salad or gravy and mash
Makes 4 pasties
Ideal the next day cold in lunch box!



IRONBRIDGE
MEMORIES
JASMIN FIELDING  

(AGED 12)

It was 2017, our first visit to
Ironbridge and our first full
year of visiting events in 1940s
outfits. As I was only 8 years
old then, the obvious outfit for
me was an evacuee.

We arrived at Ironbridge and parked near
the town on the opposite side of the
bridge. As we walked across the bridge
we could see that the whole town was 
involved in the event, with bunting, flags
and window displays. 

We then walked up towards the park,
stopping at the teddy shop, vintage
clothes shop and antique centre, all the
way bumping into people dressed in all
sorts of military and civilian outfits. We
then entered the park and came across
the displays, both Allied and Axis, which 
is always good to see.

Whilst walking around I was asked if 
I wanted to be in the fashion show 
later in the day, my mum and dad 
jumped straight in and said yes!  
When it was time, we got onto the 
stage where the show was been held, 
but I was not as confident then as I am
now so my mum had to stay with me
while I waited with the other people
in the show.

It came to my turn and I remember 
being asked who I was, and where 
I was being sent to on the train; 
I followed the questions with 
a twirl. When the judging was 
finished, I was called out and 
had been chosen as one of 
the winners, getting a lovely
sash to wear. 

The rest of the day was great, 
and we said we would make a point of
making this one of our shows every year.



THIS MONTH IN WWII.

8TH OF MAY 1945.V-E DAY
On the morning of 8th of May 1945,
a document was signed in Reims,
France, which changed the Western
World forever. 
The document signed by General Alfred
Jodl (on behalf of Admiral Karl Dönitz)
and witnessed by General Dwight D.
Eisenhower, was of course the 
unconditional surrender of all German
forces, ending the 6 years of bitter and
bloody fighting in Europe a day later.  
German Field Marshal William Kietel
signed a further surrender in a 
showboating ceremony to Josef Stalin on
the 8th of May.  
The surrender was not a surprise and had
been anticipated, arguably since late 1944.
However, when the BBC interrupted its
scheduled programming late on 7th May
to announce that “Victory in Europe Day”
would be the following day, it sparked
wild parties and celebrations throughout
most of the world.  Some could not 
contain their excitement and began their
own celebrations instantly.
A national holiday was declared for May
8th, 1945. Assurances were given to 
Winston Churchill that the country had
enough beer supplies to cope with the
vast quantities required. Red, white and
blue bunting was made available without
ration coupons in order for huge street
parties to be hastily arranged. Restaurants
in some parts of the country also created
special VE Day menus.
At 3pm Winston Churchill made a radio
broadcast on the BBC. Although he 
encouraged the nation in celebrating the
end of the war in Europe, he also noted
that caution was still needed, saying 

“We may allow ourselves a brief period
of rejoicing; but let us not forget for a
moment the toil and efforts that lie
ahead”. This was of course only the end
of the hostilities in Europe, the war was
still raging in the East, and many more
thousands of service personnel and 
civilians would still be killed. There was
also the small matter of rebuilding a 
war-ravaged Europe and dealing with the
spread of communism. But, as Churchill
said, this day was a day for rejoicing.
Parties carried on long into the night and
the coming days, even Princess Elizabeth,
our future queen, slipped out of 
Buckingham Palace to join in with the
huge crowds celebrating in central 
London. An estimated 50,000 people
joined together in Piccadilly Circus by
midnight. The Royal Family made no less
than 8 public appearances that day.
It was a day of mixed emotions though,

so many families across the world took
time on this day to reflect on the events
of the past 6 years, and to remember
their loved ones who would not be able
to come home to celebrate such a 
joyous event.
The war was far from over, but at least 
on this day it felt like another world away.



Hi my name is Cheryl Burke,
re-enactor known as 
“Nitty Nora” as I re-enact as
a district nurse.
I own a large collection of 1940s medical
equipment which I display at 1940s
events. 
I have displayed with my husband, Amos,
and his Anderson shelter at Ironbridge
for the past 5 years. As I have a medical
display and re-enact a nurse I often get
asked if I am a nurse in real life. I reply
that I began my career as a nurse but 
retrained as an occupational therapist,
working for the NHS for over 30 years
and that is why I collected vintage medical
equipment. Well, what have I been doing
during lockdown? 2020 began with a visit
to the National Arboretum for a 1940s
meet up. In February and March, I did a
talk to Women’s Institute members on
nursing in the1940s and then lockdown
began. In May to celebrate VE Day we set
up our displays on our front garden and
had afternoon tea socially distanced with
our neighbours. May also was the month 
I recorded a virtual talk on nursing for
the virtual Ironbridge event. In June I
sorted out my 1940s outfits and recorded
a fashion show in my garden for family
and friends. July, I brought a reproduction
officers tent, which we set up in our back 
garden and slept in to try it out; the plan
is to use it with our displays. We have 
slept in the Anderson shelter at 
Ironbridge during a thunderstorm, but I
felt nervous in case it got struck by 
lightning as it’s a metal! In October, the
COVID restrictions were lessened and 
so we visited North Yorkshire including
Eden Camp 1940s museum, Whitby, and
Scarborough with some 1940s friends
and wore 1940s clothes all the time we
were there. At the end of October, 
I accompanied my husband when we took
the Anderson shelter to film a tv program
and met a well-known tv personality, the
programme is to be shown in the spring.
So that’s my year in lockdown I cannot
wait till we can get back to events. I hope
to see everybody at Ironbridge in May.

CHERYL
BURKE
LIVING 
HISTORY 



My first experience of a 1940s
event was by complete 
accident as I didn’t know they
were a thing.
It was 2015 and I was on my regular 
Sunday walk around Jackfield and 
Coalport, when I came across what
looked like a WW2 encampment by the
Boat Inn, with everyone in WW2 uniform
or 1940s civilian dress, and a variety of
displays and military vehicles. Being a keen
photographer and interested in WW2
history myself I thought “Wow! What’s
going on here?” After talking to a few
people, I found out it was the annual 
Ironbridge Gorge WW2 Weekend 
re-enactment. I was hooked, and in my 
element, loads of photo opportunities of
one of my favourite subjects. And what a
great location in a World Heritage site,
with subsequent events being held at
Dale End Park. 

I have always been interested in 
photography but only started taking it
more seriously in the last few years. 
My favourite subjects are landscapes, 
aircraft, portraits and now anything 
vintage or WW2 themed.

I’m not one for approaching people I
don’t know to pose for me, I’m more of 
a candid photographer preferring to 
capture the moment from a distance 
naturally and as authentic as possible.

Brian Swanson
Photographer

IRONBRIDGE IN PICTURES 


