
Well, planning is now underway for our 2022
event.  We have a couple of seed events coming

up with some others in the pipeline.

An event the size of Ironbridge WWII Weekend
takes 10 months planning by a dedicated and
friendly team of volunteers.  We are always
looking to make the event bigger and better
than before and that is not easy and takes a lot
of effort, but I think you’ll all agree it makes it

worth it.

We are always looking for more members 
to join our organising committee. 

So, if you feel that you would like to join us
please contact Dave via 

chairman@ironbridgeww2weekend.co.uk.

THE IRONBRIDGE GORGE
WWII  WEEKEND

NEWSLETTER ISSUE No.8  
2021

Ironbridge GorgeWW11 Weekend
28th & 29th May 2022 (10.00 -17.00)
Dale End Park and Ironbridge Town

Voted Best

1940’s eVent 

2019

(1940’s e
vents&s

ocial spa
ce)



VINTAGE FAYRE 
Our 2020 Vintage Fayre was a 
fantastic success and certainly was
shaping up to be a great way to
start the season off.  

Unfortunately, that re-enactment season
didn’t quite go to plan, or 2021 for that
matter.  So why not join us for the day
and pick up a few items ready for 2022?
There are still some trader spaces 
available, so if you have a vintage business
come and join us.Please contact 
traderliason@
ironbridgeww2weekend.co.uk 
to book your space.

GOLDEN BALL
Our most recent event was the 
first 1940s day at The Golden Ball, 
Ironbridge. It was great to see some
familiar faces and lovely to get new
people interested too.
Thankfully the wet weather didn’t put a
dampener on things, and we had a great
time starting to fundraise for the main
event in May, alongside being able to raise
awareness for this year’s charity, Combat
Stress. We raised almost £250 from the
day which will help us with our plans for
the main weekend.
A huge thanks to Helen, Simon, Chris,
Meredith and Matt at The Golden Ball for
letting us put the event on and their help
throughout the day, as well as their 
ongoing support throughout the year.
Thank you to all re-enactors who came
to display and those who brought their
vehicles too.

CHARITY EVENT
Please remember that Ironbridge
WWII Weekend is a free to enter
charity event.  All profits from the
seed events help fund our main
event in May.  
This year we are supporting 
Combat Stress who now, more than
ever, are working hard to support
our veterans. 

SPONSORSHIP
We have been working hard with the 
support of a local business to create
some exciting and comprehensive 
sponsorship packages.
Each of the three packages will provide
multiple opportunities for publicity across
our various platforms and at the events
themselves.  
This is a superb way for your business 
to advertise to thousands of potential
customers.
We will be launching this in the coming
weeks on the website and our social
media.  If you are interested, please get in
touch by email 
publicity@ironbridgeww2weekend.co.uk.

WHAT’S BEEN
HAPPENING...

THE GRAND DANCE
(SATURDAY 28TH MAY 2022)
Grand Dance tickets have arrived
and are available through our 
website now!  
The amazing Ashby Band will again
be providing the entertainment for
it so we’re thrilled to be planning
this again, as it’s always a fantastic
evening. 
Tickets are £15, plus an optional 
additional £5 for fish & chips.
These don’t hang around for long so
be sure to grab yours quickly.

WEBSITE
Our website has been evolving
over the past few months and is
now fully up and running with all
registration forms for 
re-enactors, non-period 
camping and traders all fully 
interactive.  There are also
downloadable PDFs if you 
require them.
We have Paypal buttons for all
tickets and fees, and if you
would like to donate towards
the event. 

ARE YOU ABLE TO HELP?
We hold an auction at the Saturday Grand Dance and a raffle throughout the weekend.
If you are able to donate any suitable prizes for these then please let us know. 



LIVING HISTORY

THE AUXILIARY UNITS
"I have been following with much interest the growth and 
development of the new guerrilla formations ... known as 'Auxiliary
Units'. From what I hear these units are being organised with 
thoroughness and imagination and should, in the event of invasion,
prove a useful addition to the regular forces."

Churchill to Eden, 25th September 1940

As the early days of WW2 unfolded,
the future of Europe and even Great
Britain, looked bleak.

Hitler had advanced on all fronts, pushing
the BEF back to Dunkirk, and the miracle
that became known as Operation 
Dynamo had saved some 338,000 British
and French troops between 26th of May
and 4th of June 1940. Churchill came to
office as Prime Minister on 10th May of
that same year.

During the early days of Churchill’s term
of office, a Lieutenant Colonel of the
Royal Engineers, Dudley Clarke, had 
written a paper for Churchill and the War
Cabinet in which he wrote about the use
and value of small mobile units that were
able to operate behind enemy lines, and
then were able to disappear without
trace after they had attacked. He based
these ideas on those employed against
the British by the Boers in his native
South Africa, and drew reference to 
TE Lawrence’s experiences against the
Turks in Arabia in 1916.

At a meeting between Churchill and 
Lieutenant-General Andrew Thorne at
Chequers, the matter of the setting up 
of a 'stay behind' guerrilla resistance force
in Britain was discussed and following this
meeting the wheels were set in motion to
realise this force. The book by Arthur
Ward “Resisting The Nazi Invader” is a
superb reference to be able to see what
evolved during those early days. 

and in 1920 attended a 3 day course in
Guerrilla Warfare organized by the HQ
5th Division. Gubbins characterised his
service in the conflict as "being shot at
from behind hedges by men in trilbies and
mackintoshes and not allowed to shoot
back. His time during WW1 and his time
in Ireland gave him his passion for looking
at irregular warfare and he put this
knowledge to good use. He set up teams
of officers to select, train, and post these
irregular forces in various locations
around the UK. He had seen during his
service how written information could 
be used by the enemy to know what was
being planned, so he made a point that all
staff should keep documents to the 
minimum, memorise what was needed,
destroy all documents and carbons, thus
reducing chances for the enemy to gather
any intelligence.

A quote from Arthur Ward’s book states,
“As Gubbins formed the Auxiliary Units
he drew his own personnel around him,
notably his chief of staff at M.I.(R), Peter 

One of the earliest heads of the Auxiliary
Units (and who was later responsible for
much of the work of the SOE), was
Colonel Colin Gubbins. He had an 
illustrious career up to date in WW1,
being wounded in action on numerous
occasions. On 2 December 1919 Gubbins
was posted to the 47th Battery of the 5th
Division in Kildare during the Anglo-Irish
war. He served as an intelligence officer 

Wilkinson. The name Auxiliary was 
chosen because it was thought a suitably
nondescript term that was unlikely to
arouse unnecessary attention. Gubbins
ran the Auxiliaries - or Auxunits, as they
were called by those in the know - from
June through to November 1940, when
he was given military command of Hugh
Dalton's SOE, the organisation chosen, 
in Churchill's words, to “Set Europe
Ablaze!”. Gubbins joined SOE, after 
leaving the Auxiliary Units in October
1940 and in 1943 he became its 
executive director.”

Recruits for the Auxiliary Units were
drawn from men who knew the area
where the patrols were to be set up in.
Farmers, land workers, game keepers, 
and even poachers; these men knew the
land, the fields and countryside. Who else
would be better suited to attack invading
forces and then melt back into the land?
The likely areas of Great Britain that it
was believed Hitler would send his 
invasion troops to were the South East
and South Coasts of England and also in
Scotland. They were always intended to
fight in Home Guard uniform and from
1942 the men were badged to Home
Guard battalions 201 (Scotland), 202
(Northern England), or 203 (Southern
England). Around 3,500 men were trained
on weekend courses at Coleshill House,
near Highworth, Wiltshire, in the art of
guerrilla warfare including assassination,
unarmed combat, demolition and 
sabotage. In fact secrecy was that 
important, that the recruits turning up for
training had to arrive at the Post Office at
Highworth and would be picked up and
taken to Coleshill.

(CHURCHILLS SECRET ARMY)



LIVING HISTORY...THE AUXILIARY UNITS

secretly reconnoitred local country
houses, which might be used by German
officers, and prepared lists of suspected
fifth columnists as early targets for killing.
Although the Auxiliary Units would fight
in Home Guard uniform, their operations
would otherwise clearly be irregular
combatants under the Geneva 
Conventions. They and their weapons
would be concealed, they would not be
under the control of the local Home
Guard commander, and they would not
be constrained by the “rules of war” in
combat. General Home Guard units were
instructed to fight on and not to 
surrender, but it was expected that 
nevertheless, once their ammunition was
exhausted, they would have to give 
themselves up to capture. That was seen
as creating an opportunity for a hidden 
Auxiliary Unit in the locality to kill as
many Germans as possible just when 
they might be considering themselves as 
victors.

The mission of the units was to attack 
invading forces from behind their own
lines while conventional forces fell back
to prepared defences. Aircraft, fuel dumps,
railway lines, and depots were high on 
the list of targets, as would be the 
assassination of senior German officers
and any local collaborators. Patrols

Each Patrol was a self-contained cell, 
expected to be self-sufficient and 
operationally autonomous in the case of
invasion, generally operating within a 
15-mile radius. They were provided with
elaborately-concealed underground 
Operational Bases (OB), usually built by
the Royal Engineers in a local woodland,
with a camouflaged entrance and 
emergency escape tunnel. It is thought
that 400 to 500 such OBs were 
constructed in England, Wales and 
Scotland.

Paddy became interested
in the Auxiliary Units by
chance, seeing a display of
a patrol on a video and
then he was hooked. 

He looked into the history
of the units and is now a
member and sponsor of

C.A.R.T (Coleshill 
Auxiliary Research Team),
who look for information,
documentation, and life
stories of the units.

www.staybehinds.com is a
reference point for anyone
wishing to see what the
Auxiliary Units, and 

associated departments,
were all about.

PADDY WHITE


